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BACKGROUND

• PhD doctoral students experience 

conceptually difficult knowledge, or 

troublesome knowledge

• Troublesome knowledge can 

represent threshold concepts that 

students must master to gain new 

ways of knowing



INTRODUCTORY COURSE

• Nursing Scholarship & Discovery I

• Conduit to orient entry-level students 

to the disciplinary discourse unique to 

nursing science 

• Toolbox – building competencies through

the process of exploring a topic of 

interest  



THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

• Threshold Concepts Framework

– Meyer & Land (2003); Baillie, Bowden, & Meyer (2013) 

• Characteristics

1. Transformative 6.  Liminality*

2. Irreversible 7.  Discourse

3. Integrative 8.  Reconstitution

4. Boundedness

5. Troublesome*
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DESIGN

• Case Study 

• Entry-Level Students

• 18 PhD Nursing Students from 3 Cohorts

• Reflective Learning Journals

• Triangulated with Formative and Summative Assessments of 

Student Learning  
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INTRODUCTORY COURSE

Metacognitive 
Activities

• Reflective Writing

• Journal

Scaffolding

• Layering 
Assignments

• Supportive 
Strategies

• Drafting & Revision

Community 
Positioning

• PhD Social

• Critical Friends

• Research Mentor



NEXT STEPS

• Longitudinal Study

• Characteristics of Threshold Concepts

• Pedagogical Practices

• Research vs. Practice Doctorate
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