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Upon completion of this presentation, the learner will be 

able to identify two factors that threaten the quality of the 

precepting experience for nurse practitioner students 

and two strategies for ensuring proper preceptor on-

boarding and oversight. 

Learning Objective 

Background 
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• Increasing enrollment 

• Increasing demand for preceptors

Distance-Accessible BSN to DNP 

Programs 

• Interested nurses depend on:

• Quality education 

• Rich clinical practicum experiences

Distance-Accessible BSN to DNP 

Programs 
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• Require increase in collaboration between 

education and practice 

• Fundamental part of NP education

• Application of knowledge 

• Highly dependent on quality of preceptor 

Rich Clinical Experiences

American Association of Colleges of Nursing. (2019). AACN’s 

Vision for Academic Nursing: Executive Summary. Retrieved from: 

https://www.aacnnursing.org/Portals/42/News/White-

Papers/Vision-Academic-Nursing.pdf

• Preceptor perspective:

• Barriers

• Time constraints

• Space constraints

• Priority to increase patient volume

• Timely and quality documentation in 
electronic health record

• Lack of administrative support

• Inadequate staffing

Many Factors Threatening Quality of 

Preceptor 

Roberts, M., Wheeler, K., Tyler, D. & Padden, D. (2017). 

Precepting nurse practitioner students: A new view-Results of two 

national surveys of nurse practitioner preceptors, JAANP, 29, 484-

491.

O'Brien, S., Howie, W., & Moore, J. (2018). Evaluating a web-based 

educational module designed to enhance advanced practice nurse 

preceptors’ clinical teaching excellence, Nursing Education 

Research Conference
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• Faculty perspective:

• Little agreement on how to best orient a 
preceptor 

• Little agreement on how to ensure a quality 
experience for NP students or provide 
preceptor oversight 

• Extreme concern with obtaining clinical sites 
and qualified preceptors 

Many Factors Threatening Quality of 

Preceptor 

American Association of Colleges of Nursing. (2015). White paper: Current 

state of APRN clinical education. Washington DC: Author.

Donley, R., Flaherty, M., Sarsfield, E., Burkhard, A., O’Brein, S., & Anderson, 

K. (2014). Graduate clinical nurse preceptors: Implications for improved 

intra-professional collaboration. OJIN, 19(3), doi: 

10.3912/OJIN.Vol19No03PPT01

O'Brien, S., Howie, W., & Moore, J. (2018). Evaluating a web-based educational 

module designed to enhance advanced practice nurse preceptors’ clinical 

teaching excellence, Nursing Education Research Conference

• Finding clinical placement for students 

• Ensuring adequate preceptor on-boarding

• Ensuring adequate preceptor oversight

What is the Faculty Role?
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• Utilizing innovative ways 

How Do Faculty Accomplish This?

Roberts, M., Wheeler, K., Tyler, D. & Padden, D. (2017). 

Precepting nurse practitioner students: A new view-Results of 

two national surveys of nurse practitioner preceptors, JAANP, 29,

484-491.

UAB School of Nursing Strategies
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• From students

• From faculty

• From preceptors 

Seek Input 

• Understand barriers and motivators

• Be innovative to engage preceptors

Faculty Must Understand Preceptor 

Perspective 
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• For UAB School of Nursing:

• Graduate Clinical Programs Advanced 

Practice Toolkit for Faculty and 

Preceptors

• Preceptor Portal 

Develop Tools 

• NONPF

• AACN

• HRSA ANEW

Resources and Opportunities
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• Get feedback: 

• From students

• From preceptors

• From faculty 

• Engage faculty in assisting with the 

quality improvements 

Seek Feedback and Improve Quality

UAB School of Nursing 

Graduate Clinical Programs 

Advanced Practice Toolkit for Faculty 
and Preceptors 
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• Provides overview of graduate 
clinical program for preceptor

• Details admission and progression 
policies and guidelines

• Reviews the clinical placement 
process

• Provides information about each 
course the student will take as 
part of his/her program of study 

Graduate Clinical Programs 

Advanced Practice Toolkit for 

Faculty and Preceptors 
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UAB School of Nursing 

Preceptor Portal 
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• Provides resources to aid the preceptor 

in his/her role

• Highlights a preceptor each quarter

Preceptor Portal

Image credit: 

25

26



1/31/2020

14

27

28



1/31/2020

15

• Get feedback: 

• From students

• From preceptors

• From faculty 

• Engage faculty in assisting with the 

quality improvements 

Seek Feedback and Improve Quality
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Seek input-
Provide tools-
Seek feedback-
Improve quality

Quality preceptor 
on-boarding and 
oversight 

Valuable 
practicum 
experiences

Better 
experiences for 
future NP 
workforce
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