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How can we best prepare our DNP students to 

critically appraise evidence and disseminate findings 

through scholarly writing? 

Focus question

Background 
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The DNP program prepares graduates 

in analytic methods to determine and 

implement the best evidence for 

practice through critical appraisal of 

existing literature and other 

evidence 

DNP Essential III: 

Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods 

for Evidence-Based Practice

Image credit: Elsevier.com

The DNP program prepares graduates to 

improve healthcare outcomes through 

dissemination of findings from 

evidence-based practice and research

DNP Essential III: 

Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods 

for Evidence-Based Practice

Image credit: soph.uab.edu
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• Often struggle with scholarly writing and 

understanding evidence-based articles

• Have unique needs as writers and may 

not be ready to write in teams

• May be returning to school after a long 

absence

DNP Students…

Image credit: Lifewire

• May find it difficult to engage students 

in the writing process

• Need time to provide detailed, 

individualized feedback

• Need writing resources to recommend 

to students 

DNP Faculty…

Image credit: nurse.com
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Methods

Mapped Course Assignments
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Mapped DNP Project Skills & Objectives/Course

• Structuring courses so that students 

build writing skills incrementally

• Teaching foundational skills for 

locating and analyzing evidence

• Working with students individually to 

build competence and confidence

Sought Faculty Feedback in…

Image credit: smallwinsinnovation.com
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Strategies to Address Needs

Strategies to Address Needs

• Revise writing requirements across the curriculum

• Revise course sequencing 

• Develop new course with “coach approach” 

• Provide self-paced writing enrichment modules as 
resource
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• Build assignments sequentially 

across the curriculum

• Change order of courses

• Add new course

• Ensure students master skills (e.g., 

appraising evidence, APA) before 

progressing

• Add writing enrichment resource for 

continuous reference

Revisions

New Course: NUR 745 (2nd semester)
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Writing Enrichment Resource

Writing Enrichment Modules
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Results

Results: Assignment mapping

• Raised faculty awareness of need for coordination in  

building incremental scholarly writing skills

• Eliminated student complaints about not being prepared 

for scholarly writing assignments at beginning of program
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Results: New course

• High ratings from 

students (average 

4.8 out of 5 over 

last 3 semesters)

• Excellent pass 

rates

• Two student 

papers published

Student Feedback

“Much to my surprise, I really enjoyed the class. I liked how we wrote the paper slowly over 

the course of the semester and received feedback as the process went on. The feedback I 

was given was constructive and helpful.”

“Absolutely loved taking this class! I learned so much, and I thoroughly enjoyed the course. 

[My writing coach] was always available, and she explained all the assignments thoroughly. I 

always knew what she would be grading me on.”

“Thank you for a wonderful semester. This course was very easy to follow and very 

challenging. I loved taking this synthesis piece by piece to really grasp each section’s 

content and application.”

“I enjoyed the concept of a writing coach. The pacing and building of a complete literature 

synthesis was much more helpful than having a number of random, unconnected 

assignments.”
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Writing Enrichment Resource

• Faculty are able to refer students to helpful resources for 

remediation or review

• Initial comments show students are grateful and find 

resources useful

Lessons Learned
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Lessons Learned

• Map, map, map!

• Ensure DNP faculty see the big picture and share goals

• Plan for small faculty-to-student ratios in foundational 

writing course

• Provide a variety of resources for students

• Incentivize faculty and students (e.g., manuscript for 

publication option) 

• Continually revise for quality improvement
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