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Focus question

How can we best prepare our DNP students to
critically appraise evidence and disseminate findings
through scholarly writing?
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DNP Essential lll:

Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods
for Evidence-Based Practice

The DNP program prepares graduates
in analytic methods to determine and

implement the best evidence for

practice through critical appraisal of
existing literature and other
evidence
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DNP Essential Ill:

Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods
for Evidence-Based Practice

The DNP program prepares graduates to
" Call for |
improve healthcare outcomes through
@ Abstracts o
dissemination of findings from

SUBM|T NOW! evidence-based practice and research
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DNP Students...

« Often struggle with scholarly writing and

understanding evidence-based articles

« Have unique needs as writers and may

not be ready to write in teams

» May be returning to school after a long

absence
LB S i
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DNP Faculty...

« May find it difficult to engage students

in the writing process

* Need time to provide detailed,

individualized feedback

» Need writing resources to recommend

to students
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The Uni ity of Alab: at Bir

Image credit: nurse.com




OF NURSING

The University of Alabama at Birmingham

Methods

1/31/2020

Mapped Course Assignments

DNP Program
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Mapped DNP Project Skills & Objectives/Course

Course Number = Semester Course Objectives Course Assignments DNP Project Skills Timeline Link
Sequence (what are they taking Submissions to
with them) Faculty Chair
731 BSN-DNP: 2 | Evaluate conceptual 1. Philosophical Influences = 1. Reflect upon and BSN-DNP & Post-MSN:
Philosophical, = Post-MSN: | models and theories Paper (Group) articulate Identify and confirm
Theoretical 2 that reflect synthesis of 2. Two individual philosophies, Clinical Site and Clinical
knowledge from nursing discussion board posts theoretical Mentor
DNP Essential and other disciplines for {500-750 words) frameworks, and/or
1 application to nursing 3. Annotated Bibliography BSN-DNP & Post-MSN:

conceptual models

ctice. iti
practice {(_aroup} ) to inform the DNP In|t|_ate the DNP
4. Final reflective ) Project Charter
- project
Etc... application paper

{Individual) (3-4 pages).
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Sought Faculty Feedback in...
i
, - « Structuring courses so that students
' _P build writing skills incrementally
-
;  Teaching foundational skills for
locating and analyzing evidence
éé » Working with students individually to
— - — build competence and confidence
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Strategies to Address Needs
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Strategies to Address Needs

* Revise writing requirements across the curriculum
 Revise course sequencing
* Develop new course with “coach approach”

* Provide self-paced writing enrichment modules as
resource
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Revisions

« Build assignments sequentially
across the curriculum

« Change order of courses

« Add new course

» Ensure students master skills (e.qg.,
appraising evidence, APA) before
progressing

» Add writing enrichment resource for
continuous reference
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New Course: NUR 745 (2"d semester)

FA2019 NUR 745-QL Foundations Scholarly
Writing

Welcome to NUR 745 - Foundations of Scholarly Weiting

We are dedicated to helping students become confident schalarly writers, Wrriting is hard wock, but we know that writing sialls are buiit through regutar
practice,
I this cour s you will complets learning actnities that will help you search scholarly literalise, appraise svidence, symbesive evidence, hore weiting skills

vard weitingt, revising, and editing o paper synthesizing evidence about a nursng topic

aod nadgite v iting resources, Everything you do will be dicected

sck. revise accordingdy. and Nrually subeet o I8 manuscripUwith an abistrsct and references

of vour chorce. You will wrile the paper ) s1ages, recene fe

Perhags some of you will ise ths wor kLo further develop your DNP project & you move throogh the peogram

Ve consider ourselves yous writing coaches, As such, we will t2ach. encourage, support, and push you o become the best wriler you can be! We look

foeward (o 3 productive semester

Begin the course by clicking “Modules™ an the bett rad gation bar of "Modkube 1: Course Information” bekow
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Writing Enrichment Resource

Writing Enrichment

Jump to Today | Sy Edit

Faculty & Clinician

Welcome to Writing Enrichment!

We have learned that students sometimes feel a need Lo review concepts related to searching the evidence and
scholarly writing before they start a busy semester. This resource was bulit with these scenarios in mind. None
of this material is required, and no assignments are associated with this course. Use it at your leisure, and as
always. let us know if you have questions!
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Writing Enrichment Modules

£ « Module 01: Research Articles i« Module 04; Documaenting Sources

| i ¥ Module 01 - Research Articles I ¥ Module 04: Documenting Sources

i« Module 02: Article Critiques

l £ ™ Module 02 - Article Critiques

i = Module 03: Types of Research

| i [ Module 03 - Types of Research
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it « Module 05: Avoiding Plagiarism

I‘ V1 Module 05; Avoiding Plaglarism

il » Module 0é; Grammar and Style

| [ Module 06: Grammar and Style
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Results
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Results: Assignment mapping

» Raised faculty awareness of need for coordination in
building incremental scholarly writing skills

!

» Eliminated student complaints about not being prepared
for scholarly writing assignments at beginning of program
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Results: New course

* High ratings from
students (average
4.8 out of 5 over
last 3 semesters)

» Excellent pass
rates

* Two student
papers published

mSCHOOL »
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Student Feedback

“Much to my surprise, | really enjoyed the class. I liked how we wrote the paper slowly over
the course of the semester and received feedback as the process went on. The feedback |
was given was constructive and helpful.”

“Absolutely loved taking this class! | learned so much, and | thoroughly enjoyed the course.
[My writing coach] was always available, and she explained all the assignments thoroughly. |
always knew what she would be grading me on.”

“Thank you for a wonderful semester. This course was very easy to follow and very
challenging. I loved taking this synthesis piece by piece to really grasp each section’s
content and application.”

“I enjoyed the concept of a writing coach. The pacing and building of a complete literature
synthesis was much more helpful than having a number of random, unconnected
assignments.”
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Writing Enrichment Resource

» Faculty are able to refer students to helpful resources for
remediation or review

* Initial comments show students are grateful and find
resources useful
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Lessons Learned
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Lessons Learned

* Map, map, map!
» Ensure DNP faculty see the big picture and share goals

« Plan for small faculty-to-student ratios in foundational
writing course

* Provide a variety of resources for students

* Incentivize faculty and students (e.g., manuscript for
publication option)

» Continually revise for quality improvement
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