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Biography 

Dr. Mary L Kelly is currently an Instructor of Clinical Nursing-School of Nursing Faculty at Louisiana State 
University (LSU) Health New Orleans-School of Nursing. As faculty and course coordinator for courses 
across various programs, she has the privilege of interacting with many students in didactic and clinical 
settings. Prior to joining Louisiana State University (LSU) Health New Orleans-School of Nursing, Dr. Kelly 
spent many years working in various clinical and administrative roles in health care systems within the 
greater New Orleans area.  
Dr. Kelly has extensive experience in healthcare administration, clinical care, health care planning and 
development, community engagement and project planning. She currently serves on the Board of 
Directors of the National Black Nurses Association (NBNA), chair and participate in many NBNA 
committees, and is the President of the New Orleans Black Nurses Association (NOBNA). 
Dr. Kelly’s focus in the academia setting is providing students’ information and the resources needed to 
advocate and care for the communities that they serve, prepare them to transition to practice and 
embrace leadership roles that allow them the opportunity to be present when decisions are made for 
nurses.  The American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) Diversity Leadership Institute has 
provided additional framework that can be used to equip students with the necessary education and 
tools to address diverse, underserved and underrepresented populations.   
 Dr. Kelly has received many professional awards and recognitions, including the 2018 National Black 
Nurses Association (NBNA) President’s Trailblazer Award, Louisiana State University Health New 
Orleans School of Nursing Outstanding Alumni Award, Louisiana State University (LSU) Health Sciences 
Center School of Nursing Reverend Dr. James A. Ertl Executive Nurse Leader Award and New Orleans 
District Nurses Association (NODNA) Inaugural Mary Eliza Mahoney Award and Nurse Leadership and 
Excellence Beyond the Bedside Award. She has also been recognized as a Healthcare Hero by New 
Orleans City and Business. 
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