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1. Metrics of academic success tend to focus on traditional academic outcomes 
(e.g., GPA)

2. “Student Success” is a more holistic construct that blends traditional academic 
outcomes with metrics of:

• Access to services 
• Connection to academic community
• Engagement in the profession

3. Specific metrics of access, connection, and engagement as indicators of student 
success are poorly understood

Purpose: Compare faculty and student perceptions about the importance of 
various metrics of student success in graduate and pre-licensure nursing.

INTRODUCTION

RESULTS

CONCLUSIONS

METHODS

Nursing faculty and students value a blend 
of academic and non-academic metrics of 
student success, including those indicating 

access, connection, and engagement

Preliminary analysis supports the value of holistic metrics for 
student success in nursing.

Limitations of this project:
• Data collection is incomplete
• More representation from distance-based graduate community
• DUSON places a unique focus on access, connection, and 

engagement à Results may not be generalizable
• Survey has not been formally validated 

FUTURE DIRECTIONS
• Finish data collection with current faculty and student cohorts
• Expand data collection to 2 additional schools of nursing
• Formal survey validation and further refinement
• Expand from QI context to research context

Create Test Revise Distribute Preliminary 
Analysis

Team formed 
from 3 sites

Literature 
reviewed

Anecdotal 
experiences

Created in 
Qualtrics

Anonymous

Distributed to 
test sample at 3 

sites w/ 
feedback 

questionnaire

Students
Pre-Licensure

Graduate

Faculty
Pre-Licensure

Graduate

Clarified survey 
questions

Added display
logic

Added examples
to vague survey 

options

IRB exemptions
filed at 3 sites

Qualtrics link 
sent on list-servs 

at Duke 
University 
School of 
Nursing

2-week deadline

Reminders on 
MWF

No incentives 

Sample 
characteristics 

(n, %)
Type of program
Certifications*
Fellowships*

Time as faculty*
Time at institution*

Metrics
(Mean, SD)

Ranked by
importance

*Faculty only

Metrics by Importance

Faculty
1. Passing NCLEX on 1st attempt
2. Engagement in didactic courses
3. Sense of belonging
4. Engagement in lab/clinical courses
5. Passing APRN exam on 1st attempt
6. Emotional Wellness
7. Ability to perform skills without errors
8. GPA - Nursing
9. Feeling supported by faculty, staff, peers
10.GPA – Overall

Students:
1. Confidence in knowledge
2. Feeling supported by faculty, staff, peers
3. Engagement in lab/clinical courses
4. Confidence in skills and abilities
5. No behavioral/professional infractions
6. GPA – Nursing
7. Engagement in didactic courses
8. Completion of assignments on time
9. Passing APRN exam on 1st attempt
10.Passing NCLEX on 1st attempt
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