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Historical Context 

ANA Professional Issues Panel & HPNA. 
(2017). Call for action: Nurses lead & 
transform palliative care. 
http://www.nursingworld.org/CallforAction-
NursesLeadTransformPalliativeCare   

http://www.nursingworld.org/CallforAction-NursesLeadTransformPalliativeCare
http://www.nursingworld.org/CallforAction-NursesLeadTransformPalliativeCare


RECOMMENDATION #1

“Adopt the End of Life Nursing Education Consortium (ELNEC) 
curricula (Core, Geriatric, Critical Care, Pediatric, Advanced Practice 
Registered Nurse [APRN], and Online for Undergraduate Nursing 
Students) as the standard for primary palliative nursing education for 
pre-licensure, graduate, doctoral, and continuing education for 
practicing registered, vocational, and practical nurses and advanced 
practice registered nurses”  (p. 3)



ELNEC 
HISTORY

2000: Curriculum Developed

2001: 1st National ELNEC Course

• ELNEC Core 
• ELNEC Geriatric 
• ELNEC Pediatric Palliative Care 
• ELNEC Critical Care
• ELNEC APRN
• ELNEC International
• ELNEC Undergraduate/New Graduate (2017)
• ELNEC APRN Oncology
• ELNEC Communication (2018)
• ELNEC Graduate (2019)

Currently 10 ELNEC Curricula:



American Association of Colleges of Nursing. (2021). The Essentials: Core Competencies for 
Professional Nursing Education. American Association of Colleges of Nursing. 
https://www.aacnnursing.org/Portals/42/AcademicNursing/pdf/Essentials-2021.pdf

(AACN, 2021, p. 17)

https://www.aacnnursing.org/Portals/42/AcademicNursing/pdf/Essentials-2021.pdf


(AACN, 2021, p. 19)



CARES COMPETENCY 
STATEMENTS 
2ND EDITION

2022

Entry-level Professional 
Nursing 

CARES (2016) = 17 
competency statements 
CARES (2nd ed., 2022) = 15 
competency statements



CARES COMPETENCY STATEMENTS

#2: Consider the complex and evolving socio-economic factors that influence 
equitable palliative care delivery within health care systems.

#4: Demonstrate respect for diversity, equity, and inclusion as essential for the 
delivery of culturally sensitive, quality palliative care.

#6: Collaborate effectively within the interprofessional team to coordinate the 
delivery of high-quality palliative care across healthcare settings.

#7: Demonstrate respect for person-centered care by aligning the plan of care with 
patient and family values, beliefs, preferences, and goals of care.



CARES COMPETENCY STATEMENTS

#10:  Utilize evidence-based tools to perform a holistic health assessment of pain 
and other symptoms, considering physical, psychological, social, and spiritual needs.

#11. Synthesize assessment data to develop and implement plans of care that 
address physical, psychological, social, and spiritual needs, utilizing holistic, evidence-
based approaches.

# 12. Conduct ongoing reassessment and evaluation of patient outcomes, 
modifying the plan of care as needed to be consistent with goals of care.

# 13. Provide culturally sensitive care that is responsive to rapidly changing 
physical, psychological, social, and spiritual needs during the dying process and 
after death.



PRIMARY PALLIATIVE NURSING CARE 
COMPETENCE ASSESSMENT TOOL (LIPPE & DAVIS, 2022)



ELNEC UNDERGRADUATE/NEW GRADUATE

Introduction to Palliative 
Nursing

Jan. 2023

Communication in Serious Illness

Mar. 2023

Pain Management in Palliative 
Care

May 2023

Symptom 
Assessment and 
Management

Sep. 2023

Loss, Grief, and Bereavement

Nov. 2023

Final Hours

Jan. 2024



ELNEC 
Undergraduate/New 
Graduate

1122 Schools

ELNEC Graduate 388 Schools



LET’S TAKE A CLOSER LOOK



DIALOGUE WITH

PAT COYNE
 AND 

CONNIE DAHLIN



Everyone – share how you are incorporating palliative care education and specifically 
symptom management principles. Remember we are all doing different things and at different 
places with this so if you don’t know, that’s okay too!   How can we help each other to 
advance palliative care education?

Review Infographic Supplemental materials – ELNEC Resource Page:  How might you use 
this in what course?
https://www.aacnnursing.org/elnec/resources

https://www.aacnnursing.org/elnec/resources




RESOURCES

 American Association of Colleges of Nursing. (2021). The Essentials: Core Competencies 
for Professional Nursing Education. American Association of Colleges of Nursing. 
https://www.aacnnursing.org/Portals/42/AcademicNursing/pdf/Essentials-2021.pdf

 AACN/ELNEC Faculty Corner:  https://www.aacnnursing.org/elnec/elnec-school-of-
nursing-faculty-corner 

 Lippe, M. & Davis, A. (2023).  Development of a primary palliative care competence 
model and assessment tool: A mixed methods study.  Nursing Education Perspectives, 
44(2),76-81. 

https://www.aacnnursing.org/Portals/42/AcademicNursing/pdf/Essentials-2021.pdf
https://www.aacnnursing.org/elnec/elnec-school-of-nursing-faculty-corner
https://www.aacnnursing.org/elnec/elnec-school-of-nursing-faculty-corner


AACN / ELNEC FACULTY CORNER FOR SCHOOLS OF NURSING

https://www.aacnnursing.org/elnec/elnec-school-of-nursing-faculty-corner
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