
 

November 1, 2022

 

The Honorable Patrick Leahy 

Chairman 

437 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 

Chairwoman 

2413 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Richard Shelby 

Vice Chairman 

304 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Kay Granger 

Ranking Member 

1026 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515

 

Dear Chairs Leahy and DeLauro, Vice Chair Shelby, and Ranking Member Granger, 

Relief for patients and those working on the front lines of monkeypox can’t wait. In the last five 

months, nearly 30,000 people in the United States have contracted monkeypox—an excruciatingly 

painful, yet largely preventable disease that has overwhelmingly affected gay, bisexual, and other men 

who have sex with men (GBM). And as the outbreak has spread, the disease has been allowed to gain 

greater footholds among Black and Brown GBM. As of the end of September, Black and Latino 

individuals make up an astounding 70% of cases, yet have received only 32% of the country’s 

administered vaccines.  

We also know that people living with HIV have been disproportionately impacted by monkeypox and 

are more likely to be hospitalized, most often due to pain. And the pain is real; people living with HIV 

who get monkeypox are more likely to report rectal pain or bleeding, proctitis, and purulent or bloody 

stools.  

Enduring and overlapping sexual health stigma, homophobia, and racism have obstructed our nation’s 

willingness to respond with the resources necessary to end this outbreak, and the silence from Congress 

speaks volumes about whose pain matters and whose doesn’t.   

The tools we need to end this outbreak already exist, but Congress has kept them out of reach by failing 

to intervene. As a result, the U.S. is home to more than a third of all cases worldwide. And although the 

first wave of the outbreak is subsiding, the U.S. cannot afford to be shortsighted with the trajectory of 

this or any infectious disease outbreak. We urge you to include $4.5 billion dollars for the monkeypox 

response—as requested by the White House—in Congress’s FY 2023 funding package.  

This funding will equip the federal government and those working on the front lines with the resources 

they need to mount a comprehensive and strategic response to the current public health emergency. 

We have the responsibility to ensure Americans, particularly those most at risk for the disease, are 

protected, but we lack the resources to do so without your help. What happens next is up to you.  

Sincerely, 

Organizations 
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AACI 
AccessHealth MA (formerly Community Research Initiative) 
Advocates for Youth 
AIDS Action Baltimore 
AIDS Alabama 
AIDS Alabama South 
AIDS Foundation Chicago 
AIDS United 
American Academy of HIV Medicine 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
American Association of Colleges of Nursing 
APLA Health 
Appalachian Learning Initiative 
Ararat 
Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology 
Association of Nurses in AIDS Care 
Bienestar Human Services 
Birmingham AIDS Outreach 
Cares Sexual Wellness Services 
CenterLink: The Community of LGBT Centers 
Centro Ararat 
Chicago Black Gay Men’s Caucus 
Chicago House and Social Service Agency 
Coai, Inc. 
Coalicion de Coaliciones Pro Personas sin Hogar de PR, Inc. 
CryOut Teen Organization 
Detroit Latin@z 
Equality Federation 
ETSU HIV Center of Excellence 
Fenway Health 
Frontline Legal Services 
Georgia AIDS Coalition 
Georgia Equality 
Health GAP 
Healthy Teen Network 
HIV Medicine Association 
Housing Works 
Huntridge Family Clinic 
Illinois Public Health Association 
Kumukahi Health + Wellness 
Latino Commission on AIDS 
Los Angeles Family AIDS Network 
Los Angeles LGBT Center 
Mazzoni Center 
Migrant Health Center Western Region Inc. 
National Coalition of STD Directors 
National Family Planning & Reproductive Health Association 
NASTAD 
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NMAC 
North Carolina AIDS Action Network 
NovaSalud, Inc 
Organización latina trans in Texas 
PACTA Inc. 
PALSS 
Peoria City/County Health Department 
Positive People Network Inc. 
PRCONCRA 
Presbyterian HIV Network, PHEWA, PC USA 
Pride Center of Vermont 
Project Weber/RENEW 
Safer Together 
San Francisco Community Health Center 
SEEDS of Healing, Inc 
The AIDS Institute 
The community Wellness Project 
The Wall Las Memorias Project 
Treatment Action Group 
Tuscaloosa Latino Coalition 
UTOPIA WA 
Valley AIDS Council 
Vivent Health 
Waves ahead Puerto Rico 
 

Individuals 

 

Aaron Larrow NY 
Abbey Edwards DC 
Alberto Jimenez MI 
Alex Orr NC 
Alexandra M. Bonnet PR 
Alexie M. Lugo Canales PR 
Aleyda Rivera  PR 

 

Alfredo Cabrera Andino PR 
Alicia  PR 

 

Alicia Couret  PR 
 

Amanda Reed OK 
 

Amanda Stafford WA 
 

Ana Geltman MA 
 

Anabel Cruz PR 
 

Analise Monterosso TX 
 

Andrea K. Anderson LA 
 

Andrea Root CO 
 

Andrew Cousins MI 
 

Andrew Mansfield  CO 
 

Andrew Schuster MN 
 

angel69javier PR 
 

Anita Bonnette SC 
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Anna Raykov MI 
 

Annette Torres PR 
 

Armando Garcia IL 
 

Ashley Adams GA 
 

Audrey Moody SC 
 

Aylin Ortiz CA 
 

Benjamin Ignalino CA 
 

Beth Brooker VA 
 

Beth Outterson OR 
 

Bethany Bryant  IN 
 

Blanca Cuevas PR 
 

Brandon A. Harrison TX 
 

Brian Abascal CA 
 

Brian Robert NY 
 

Brigg Reilley  CT 
 

Bryan Heitz  CA 
 

Caitlyn Gudmundsen VA 
 

Cameron Hawkins MI 
 

Carla V Correa Cepeda PR 
Carlos M. Marin Garcia  PR 

 

Carlos Moreno CA 
 

Carmen D. Zorrilla PR 
 

Cathalene Teahan GA 
 

Cesar Concepción PR 
 

Chance Shaw AL 
 

Charles Peterson IL 
 

Charles Sanchez  NY 
 

Charlotte Pippins MO 
 

Cheriko Boone DC 
 

Chris Murphy AL 
 

Christina Adeleke NC 
 

Christine Luong MA 
 

Christopher Paisano AZ 
 

Claude Bowen GA 
 

Clifford Castleberry LA 
 

Daemon Donigan NE 
 

Daiquiri Y. Robinson PA 
 

Damon L. Jacobs NY 
 

Daniel G Garza CA 
 

Daniel Sahagun CA 
 

David C. Harvey DC 
 

Deirdra Tiffany DC 
 

Delilah Bayona CA 
 

Denise Batlle PR 
 

Denise Drayton  NY 
 

Denise M. Barrera LA 
 

Derick Pérez Guzmán PR 
Desiree Arscott  MI 

 

Destiny Clark  AL 
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Dominic Santos DE 
 

Douglas McCormick  SC 
 

Dylan Brooks FL 
 

Eddie Banuelos CA 
 

Edwin Figueroa PR 
 

Ellison Taylor TX 
 

Enrique A Topete CA 
 

Erick Burt Carrion Rivera PR 
Erik Fagley DC 

 

Evelyn Lopez  VA 
 

Fahrenheit Lozano-Carrillo  CA 
 

Francisco J. Rodriguez Fraticelli PR 
 

Fredy Roberts-Ramirez IL 
Gaye Gwion IA 

 

George Hastie MA 
 

Gerald Garcia  PR 
 

Gloria Martino PR 
 

Glorymar Burgos Rivera PR 
Guadalupe UribeJoyner CO 

 

Harold Gatewood IL 
 

Hellen Gikaria  MA 
 

Hendryx J Malaret PR 
 

Hernan Villegas AZ 
 

Hunter Drake FL 
 

Ian Palmquist DC 
 

Jackeline Santiago PR 
 

Jacqueline Sepulveda PR 
 

JaDawn Wright CA 
 

Jafet Alvarez CA 
 

Jairo Farinas FL 
 

Jalbert Ocasio PR 
 

James Curry MI 
 

James Kleitches  TX 
 

James Talev NY 
 

Jamie Harding CO 
 

Janice Dozier SC 
 

Jareny Serrano NV 
 

Jasmin Bradley OH 
 

Jasmine Tilghman  DE 
 

JB Del Rosario CA 
 

Jean Hernandez  AL 
 

Jean Krammer MI 
 

Jeff Graham GA 
 

Jenn Sims MO 
 

Jennifer Arnold AK 
 

Jennifer Keeler IA 
 

Jeremiah Ruiz CA 
 

Jesus Marrero PR 
 

Jim Pickett IL 
 



Page 6 of 9 

Joan Marie Castro-Esteva PR 
 

John Phoenix NV 
 

Johnathan Rodríguez-Báez PA 
Johnny Mitchell TX 

 

Joie Otting IA 
 

Jonathan Camacho Escobar  PR 
Jonathan Gutierrez de la Cruz CA 
Jonathon Antle MO 

 

Jose A. Colon-Berdecia NY 
Jose Contreras  TX 

 

Jose Gomez CA 
 

Jose J. Bertran  PR 
 

Jose Joaquín Mulinelli Rodriguez  PR 
José L. Sierra López PR 

 

Jose Magaña  CA 
 

Jose Rodriguez VA 
 

Josef Pons PR 
 

Joselito Laudencia CA 
 

Joshua Cody Knight OK 
 

Juana Rivera  PR 
 

Judy Lipshutz NY 
 

Juhua Wu NY 
 

Julia Herrera TX 
 

Julian Gonzalez FL 
 

Julian Loza CA 
 

Julian Silva PR 
 

K. Daniel Reed NY 
 

Kalyani Sanchez NY 
 

Karen Martinez PR 
 

Kelly Doyle MI 
 

Kelz Cousins MI 
 

Kenneth Cook AZ 
 

Kevin Holmes  AR 
 

Kim Nguyen TX 
 

Kimberly Cushman MI 
 

Kylie Paramore CA 
 

Larry E Jimison IN 
 

Laurentino Rodríguez  PR 
 

Leandro Rodríguez  NY 
 

Leeah Hopper  IN 
 

Lester Cruz FL 
 

Li Lock WA 
 

Liesl Lu MA 
 

Lillibeth González  NY 
 

Lisa Bynum TN 
 

Lisa Leimer IA 
 

Lisa Muttiah TX 
 

Lonnetta Wilson TX 
 

Lourdes De Jesus PR 
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Lousif Nevárez De Gracia  PR 
Luci Kade GA 

 

Lucia Porras  MO 
 

Luis herrera  CA 
 

Lynda Dee MD 
 

Marco Gabriel G. Mendez NV 
Marco Mora FL 

 

Marcos Rios Perez PR 
 

Marcus J. Hopkins WV 
 

Maria Bozo TN 
 

Maria Lugo PR 
 

Maria Maldonado  PR 
 

Marianela Rodríguez  PR 
 

Maribel Acevedo-Quiñones PR 
Mark Harrington NY 

 

Marshun Redmond MD 
 

Matthew Barnes NY 
 

Matthew Ellwood OH 
 

Matthew Garcia NY 
 

Mayra Lopez NY 
 

Mel Oriolo  NY 
 

Melissa Kagle NY 
 

Melissa Kirby MN 
 

Melissa Rios Canon TX 
 

Melissa Talev NY 
 

Michael Chancley GA  
 

Michael Collins MI 
 

Michael G Smith NM 
 

Michael Wilson NY 
 

Michaela Vibal CA 
 

Michele Durham  TX 
 

Michelle Illian IA 
 

Miguel A Delgado Ramos  PR 
Mike Flores MI 

 

Mikey Forbes IL 
 

Mildred González  PR 
 

Misty Winton TN 
 

Mitchell C Handrich LA 
 

Moises Cruz Jauregui CA 
 

Monica Paz CA 
 

Mr. Donald Burch, III DC 
 

Murray Penner DC  
 

Naomi Gaspard MD 
 

Nel-Marinel Hernandez TX 
Nicholas Cushman MI 

 

Nicolas Boles AZ 
 

Nikita Q Miner MI 
 

Noah Beacom IA 
 

Nordia Shackelford WA 
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Omar Martinez Gonzalez IL 
 

Oscar Marquez CA 
 

Paola Alvelo PR 
 

Paul Fagley NH 
 

Pedro Coronado  TX 
 

Penny DeNoble GA 
 

Perla Crespo PR 
 

Pete Hernandez TX 
 

Peter Manuel Shepard-Rivas PR 
Prescott Chow CA 

 

Raju Ghimire TX 
 

Ralph Reyes Ventura  PR 
 

Randy May DC 
 

Raul Correa-Izquierdo PR 
 

Ricardo Vargas  PR 
 

Richard Elliott  VT 
 

Richard Torres PR 
 

Dr. Rick Schulze PA 
 

Robert H Thompson IV VI 
Robert Pompa PA 

 

Robert Williams CA 
 

Roberto Gahbler-Lopez CA 
Rolando Vazquez  PR 

 

Romano Baroni  PR 
 

Ron Ledain FL 
 

Rosa Altamirano  DC 
 

Rosa Ramos CA 
 

Roslyn Rose TN 
 

Ruchi Mehta NY 
 

Ruth Soto PR 
 

Rylee Junk IA 
 

Samuel Hebbe Goings TX 
Sarah Krier PA 

 

Shakur Silas IL 
 

Sharita Dozier SC 
 

Sharron Moore - Edwards TN 
Shelli Doll MI 

 

Sherri L Henigan W VI 
 

Shey Thorn AL 
 

Shirley Terry-Lewis TN 
 

Solaritza Rivera Leon PR 
 

Sonya Milliman LA 
 

Spencer Webb GA 
 

Steph Adler TX 
 

Suzette Velez PR 
 

Sydney Bowen UT 
 

Syndi González PR 
 

Tagg Doll MI 
 

Teddrick Douglas TX 
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Teodora Jiga MI 
 

Rev. Thomas Gehring IL  
Timothy Rivetti PA 

 

Tobi Salo MI 
 

Tom Griffiths TX 
 

Tony O’Rourke MI 
 

Tonya Green MS 
 

Tori Stamps VA 
 

Travis Barnhart VA 
 

Tyler TerMeer CA 
 

Valeria Ayala PR 
 

Vanessa Kalinowski CA 
 

Vanessa Stacholy CA 
 

Vanessa Tate Finney  AL 
 

Victor M Cruz Lopez PR 
 

Vitor Bastos OR 
 

Warya Pothan  WA 
 

Wilfred W. Labiosa PR 
 

William Gabriel Garcia Perez PR 
William J Monterosso TX 

 

William McColl DC 
 

Xio Mora-Lopez NJ 
 

Yamille Rodríguez PR 
 

Yanira Diaz CT 
 

Yolanda Diaz NY 
 

Yomary Reyes PR 
 

York Chow WI 
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