
MAKING NURSING PHILOSOPHY 
TANGIBLE: ENVISIONING AND 

TRANSLATING ELUSIVE 
PHILOSOPHICAL CONCEPTS WITH 
DOCTORAL NURSING STUDENTS

MARY J. ISAACSON, PhD, RN, CHPN®

VICTORIA L. S. BRITSON, PhD, APRN, CNP, FNP-BC, CNE



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ǐA heartfelt thanks to the graduate 
students in NURS 815, Fall 2017: 
Philosophical Basis for Nursing Inquiry

ÅBrittany Brennan

ÅJanice Conlee

ÅSamantha Fischbach

ÅZer Moua

ÅLynde Thelen

ÅAlyssa Zweifel



OUTCOME:
Explore 2 innovative teaching 
strategies to envision and 
translate elusive philosophical 
concepts with doctoral nursing 
students in a graduate (PhD) 
nursing philosophy course.



BACKGROUND

ǐPerplexing 
philosophical 
concepts

ǐConnecting to 
practice

ǐChallenging for 
faculty
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STRATEGY 
ENVISIONING

Angelfire. Com, n.d.



AESTHETICS ON THE FLY
NURS 815 MODULE 2



ARTFORM ACTIVITY

ǐDescription

ǐConveyance

ǐSimilarity

ǐBeauty

ǐConceptualization

ÅPhilosophy

ÅNursing



The art form that I chose to portray 

nursing is ballet. I have never taken 

ballet nor have I ever been to a ballet, 

but this was the first image that came 

to mind. Ballerinas are gracefulbut 

fierce. When looking at this picture, I 

can hear the elegantand soft music 

that often begins a set, suddenly change 

to dramatic, harshmusic. This dancer 

also looks graceful, but the colors in 

the picture make me think of ferocity. 

This relates greatly to nursing in we 

have to be elegant, soft, and caringwith 

our patients but be able to change into 

a fierce warrior when necessary. 

STUDENT TRANSLATIONS





ǐñéhuman capacity to be 

aware of and critically 

reflect on the social, cultural, 

and political status quoò (Chinn 

& Kramer, 2015, p. 5).

ǐEmancipatory knowing is 

praxis. 

ǐCaring Praxisðcollaboratively 

working with those toward 

creating change

ǐEmancipatory action (Snyder, 

2014)

EMANCIPATORY KNOWING

(Chinn & Kramer, 

2015, p. 12)



THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED
NURS 815 MODULE 4




