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Objectives

The participant will identify an 
area for implementing the pdf 
innovation for advancing 
reading in course work.

The participant will identify the 
four theoretical components 
necessary for effective use of a 
writing prompt with the pdf 
innovation.
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Problem
Students are not experienced 
or prepared for graduate level 
reading and analysis. 
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Your Turn

Please jot down one course 
reading assignment that you 
would like students to engage 
and read more deeply about 
in your course.
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Background

Knowles assumptions of adult 
learners provided the context 
for development of an 
educational innovation using 
pdf editors and writing 
prompts to make student 
reading visible. 
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Background

The key elements of the 
Knowles assumptions of adult 
learners applied in this 
assignment include: 

Problem Centered

Self-directed

Experiential 

Task Oriented
brackneyde@appstate.edu
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Methods

We designed this novel 
educational strategy to build 
students’ reading skills and 
achieve learning objectives
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Problem-
centered 
orientation 
to learning

Graduate students in an MSN 
Theory of Nursing course 
identified a specific nursing 
practice experience they 
found challenging. 

Paradigm Case definition
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Experiential

The paradigm case oriented 
the learner to problem solving 
AND focused the reader on 
his/her experiences to enable 
the theoretical to be 
experienced in a particular 
care context.
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Flu Vaccine  Acceptance

Patient Education 

Gut Feelings

Writing Prompt Examples
Select an articles related to your identified problem from your paradigm case and 
the theories we are studying this week. 

• What is the philosophical stance of the authors? Highlight the evidence that 
supports your claim.

• Identify any conceptual/theoretical/empirical elements in the article.
• Identify any cultural theory elements in the article.
• Identify concepts of systems theory as you annotate article such as if the article 

addresses individual, unit, and/or organizational nursing care. 
• Identify any caring theory elements in the article.

Commonly these are Included in both the introduction/background as well as the 
discussion/conclusion in the article. Sometimes methods sections and instrument 
measurement may also include these elements.
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Writing Prompt Examples - Tasks
Select an articles related to your identified problem from your paradigm case and 
the theories we are studying this week. 

• What is the philosophical stance of the authors? Highlight the evidence that 
supports your claim.

• Identify any conceptual/theoretical/empirical elements in the article.
• Identify any cultural theory elements in the article.
• Identify concepts of systems theory as you annotate article such as if the article 

addresses individual, unit, and/or organizational nursing care. 
• Identify any caring theory elements in the article.

Commonly these are Included in both the introduction/background as well as the 
discussion/conclusion in the article. Sometimes methods sections and instrument 
measurement may also include these elements.
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Writing Prompt Examples – Problem oriented
Select an articles related to your identified problem from your paradigm case and 
the theories we are studying this week. 

• What is the philosophical stance of the authors? Highlight the evidence that 
supports your claim.

• Identify any conceptual/theoretical/empirical elements in the article.
• Identify any cultural theory elements in the article.
• Identify concepts of systems theory as you annotate article such as if the article 

addresses individual, unit, and/or organizational nursing care. 
• Identify any caring theory elements in the article.

Commonly these are Included in both the introduction/background as well as the 
discussion/conclusion in the article. Sometimes methods sections and instrument 
measurement may also include these elements.
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Writing Prompt Examples – Guidance
Select an articles related to your identified problem from your paradigm case and 
the theories we are studying this week. 

• What is the philosophical stance of the authors? Highlight the evidence that 
supports your claim.

• Identify any conceptual/theoretical/empirical elements in the article.
• Identify any cultural theory elements in the article.
• Identify concepts of systems theory as you annotate article such as if the article 

addresses individual, unit, and/or organizational nursing care. 
• Identify any caring theory elements in the article.

Commonly these are Included in both the introduction/background as well as the 
discussion/conclusion in the article. Sometimes methods sections and instrument 
measurement may also include these elements.
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Your Turn

Please take a moment to 
think of a problem and task 
oriented writing prompt 
related to the reading you 
identified earlier.
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Task 
Orientation

The students used existing 
pdf editing technology to 
display their reading of the 
self-selected research articles.
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Text Box – Comment Bubble
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Highlighting
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Self-Directed

Students noticed and 
reflected on the readings that 
demonstrated  self-directed 
leaning and self-discovery. 
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Self and Connections to writing
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Findings

The pdf annotation made visible the readers’ 
attention to the text and their responses. 

Student work demonstrated progression in 
approach to reading and understanding of 
course concepts. 

Students made connections between the 
reading and their own life in a problem–
centered context. 

The use of a pdf editor allowed students to 
demonstrate how they attend to reading and 
allowed their faculty member to identify gaps 
in their understanding and/or approach. 

The use of this educational innovation quickly 
elevated students’ ability to comprehend and 
apply their reading.
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Progression 
of writing 
and 
response to 
reading.

Direct quotes to an Analysis

Reading only the abstract to 
attending to tables & figures

“Right answer” to expanding 
ideas and grey areas

Non standard English became 
scholarly writing

Disjointed writing to connected 
ideas
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Conclusion

The interactive capabilities of 
the pdf editor with a theory-
based writing prompt 
strengthened the scholarly 
reading skills of today’s MSN 
student. 

We recommend application 
of this educational strategy to 
other areas of analytical 
reading. 
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Objectives
Check 
Yourself

The participant will identify an 
area for implementing the pdf 
innovation for advancing 
reading in course work.

The participant will identify the 
four theoretical components 
necessary for effective use of a 
writing prompt with the pdf 
innovation. 

brackneyde@appstate.edu

Objectives
Check 
Yourself

.

The participant will identify 
the four theoretical 
components necessary for 
effective use of a writing 
prompt with the pdf 
innovation. 

Problem Centered, Self-
directed, Experiential, Task 
Oriented
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Questions?

brackneyde@appstate.edu
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