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Academic Practice Gap
• Only 23% of new graduate nurses demonstrate 
entry-level competencies and practice readiness1



Competency Testing
• What is “Competency Testing”?
 Assessment of critical thinking and clinical judgment

• Driving forces
 CCNE
 NCSBN & Next-Generation NCLEX (NGN)
 Practice partners/hospitals

• Objectives
 Evaluate students’ preparedness for transition to practice
 Identify opportunities for teaching and learning
 Evaluate key program outcomes



Competency Testing Continued
• Computerized video-based scenarios
• Tested in LMS (Desire2Learn)
• Student self-evaluation



Competency Test Development
• Competency Committee
• Designated courses
• Faculty-developed scenarios with NGN questions
• Peer review & feedback
• Script-writing
• Filming & editing (support from AV department)
• Test creation in LMS (support from IT department)



Scenario/Script Example















Remediation Process
• Immediate view of answer key following submission
• Student self-evaluation/reflection
 Strengths in test performance
 Areas for improvement
 Rationale for missed items



VBCT Statistical Analysis
• Critical Care VBCT

• Chi Square Test of Association

• Results:
 VBCT passage and ATI Medical-Surgical Level 2 (2)=6.04, p<.05 n=101
 VBCT passage and ATI Pharmacology Level 2 (1)=6.62, p<.01 n=87
 VBCT passage and ATI Comprehensive Predictor Score Above National 

Avg. (1)=5.15, p<.05 n=87
 VBCT passage and NCLEX pass (1)= 5, p<.05 n=87



Limitations & Implications
• Limitations
 Convenience sample
 Reliability & validity
 Longitudinal follow-up
 Association but not causation

• Implications for Future
 Preparation for NGN
 Transition for practice

• Considerations
 Kinesthetic testing
 IT resources (computer labs/internet connectivity)



Questions?



Contact Information
• Ashley Badders:
 Email: ashley.badders@ursuline.edu
 Office phone: (440) 449-5406
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