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COLLEGE OF NURSING CORE VALUES
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METHODS
Instrumentation

• Final Course Evaluation (GatorEvals)– Likert scale (1-5) to evaluate course 
effectiveness, instructor effectiveness, perception of learning [voluntary 
participation]

• Mid-semester Course Survey– Open- and close-ended questions to assess 
student needs, barriers and motivators to learning [required participation]

Evaluation Time Periods

• Baseline: Fall 2019

• Active: Spring 20, Fall 20, Spring 21

• Follow-up: Fall 21 (in progress)

Sample

• Traditional BSN Students and Accelerated BSN Students

• Gainesville and Jacksonville, FL campuses
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INDIVIDUAL EVALUATION QUESTION SCORES

Question Fall 

2019*

Spring 

2020

Fall 

2020

Spring 

2021

Course content was relevant & 

useful

2.66 2.69 2.67 3.60

The course fostered regular 

interaction between student and 

instructor

2.98 2.94 3.09 4.06

Course activities and assignments 

improved my ability to analyze, 

solve problems, and/or think 

critically

2.60 2.71 2.63 3.84

Overall, this course was a 

valuable educational experience

2.36 2.44 2.50 3.75

*Baseline semester
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In-Person

2 Researchers

1 Researcher-Clinician

Class Delivery

Faculty Mix

In-person >>> Online

2 Researchers

Online 

2 Researchers

1 Researcher-Clinician

Hybrid 

2 Researchers

1 Clinician

COVID
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MOST HELPFUL LEARNING STRATEGIES
Guest speakers (bedside nurses)
"I enjoyed having the guest speakers in the 
class talk about their experiences in clinical 
settings and how they applied evidence based 
practices. Without hearing their stories, it is 
hard to imagine ourselves being able to take 
on projects like these in practice"

Videos
“I appreciate the videos and clips that 
are shown within the class. Seeing real 
life experiences helps me to grasp 
some of the relevant issues, and keeps 
me engaged throughout the course.”

PPT Learning Bursts

"I do enjoy the learning 
bursts/videos because they help to 
cement the information that is in 
the textbook."

Passion of the Instructors

Dr. Booker is a great teacher and gives helpful 
advice on anything nursing or research related! 

Dr. Catarelli is very passionate as she teaches and 
encourages us to engage.

Dr. Duckworth's enthusiasm towards and 
experience with research makes her lectures 
incredibly engaging and inspiring. I hadn't given 
much thought to research. However, because of 
this class, I have come up with a few topics that I 
would like to personally conduct research on.
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LIMITATIONS
• While over 400 students have taken this course, 

GatorEval response rates ranged from 26-63%

• Lack access to raw data, unable to do statistical 
testing or show standard deviations

• Data for Fall 2020 also include online instruction 
metrics, which may have contributed to higher 
or lower overall scores for each section

• Teaching teams changed each semester, unable 
to compare instructor effectiveness over time

• Don’t show instructor effectiveness scores here

STRENGTHS
• Added clinical-track instructors who 

are actively practicing in spring 2021 
and fall 2021

• Shifted the focus to EBP application 
while highlighting the role of EBP by 
the bedside nurse
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OUR SUCCESS: CONTINUOUS QUALITY IMPROVEMENT

Research-Practice 
faculty mix

Student feedback

Literature for best 
practices in pedagogy 

and assignments

Consultation with 
Dr. Ellen Fineout-

Overholt

Engagement with 
research
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COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

Baseline Example 
Assignments

• Exams

• Quizzes

• Annotated Bibliography

• Discussion Boards

• Weekly Portfolio Reflections

• Final Project

Refined Example 
Assignments

• Practice Questions

• Annotated Bibliography

• EBP Worksheet

• EBP Clinical Observation 
Guide

• Online simulation

• Virtual Forum Report

• Final Project (UF Health 
Nursing Research and 
Innovation conference)
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CLINICALLY-ALIGNED ASSIGNMENTS

EBP Worksheet (v.3)

Care. Lead. Inspire.

CLINICALLY-ALIGNED ASSIGNMENTS cont’d

EBP Clinical Observation Guide (v.3)
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WAYS TO GET INVOLVED IN RESEARCH

• Central 2021-2022 theme: 
“Social Justice and Health 
Equity”

• Unique research and leadership 
opportunities 

• Students are partnered with a 
faculty member to conduct a 
research or community-
engagement project

• Must present at a nursing 
conference
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NEXT STEPS

• Developing a suite of 
short “learning burst” 
high-quality videos

• Engaging more guest 
speakers, including Chief 
Nursing Officers of 
practice partners

• Peer review of course

• Manuscript preparation!
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"The number one thing I would 
take away is the importance of 
evidence based practice and how 
essential it is to the nursing 

field.“ Anonymous Student

“I learned what EBP is and how it is 
relevant to nursing. I also got to 
meet nurses involved with EBP. This 
allowed me to know who I can reach 
out to for more assistance in EBP.”

Anonymous Student

Student Feedback

Care. Lead. Inspire.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
• UF CON Administration (Dean Anna McDaniel, 

Dr. Debra Kelly)

• Course Co-Instructors (Drs. Catarelli, Nobles, 
Ezenwa, Parker)

• Brian Casimano, Instructional Designer

• Ellen Fineout-Overholt, PhD, RN, FNAP, FAAN

• UF Center for Teaching Excellence

• Traditional BSN and Accelerated BSN students

15

16



Care. Lead. Inspire.

GO GATORS!
Thank you! Questions?
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