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OBJECTIVES

• Discuss adequacy of military/veteran related content in nursing 

textbooks used in prelicensure programs

• Examine content gaps and veteran care competencies knowledge, 

skills, and attitudes

• Discuss the curricular implications of identified gaps in nursing 

textbooks with respect to veteran care competencies

• Provide recommendations for integrating veteran care competencies 

across the lifespan
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JOINING FORCES 
INITIATIVE

• Educating America’s future nurses

• Enriching nursing education

• Integrating content that addresses unique 

health and wellness challenges in veterans

• Sharing teaching resources and applying 

best practices

• Growing the body of knowledge

• Joining with others

(White House Archives, 2012)

VETERAN CARE COMPETENCIES

Competency Tam-Seto et al., 2019 McMillan et al., 2017 Moss et al., 2015

Military/Veteran Culture X X X

PTSD X X

TBI X X

SUD X X

Suicide X X

Polytrauma or Amputation/Assistive 

Devices/Wound Care
X X

Pain (Acute or Chronic) X

Exposures (Environmental/Chemical/Noise) X X

MST X

Homelessness X

End of Life X

Veterans Health Administration/Access to 

Healthcare
X X X

Care of Military Families or Caregivers X X

MST = military sexual trauma; PTSD = post-traumatic stress disorder; SUD = substance use disorder; TBI = traumatic brain injury
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FINDINGS

• Majority of keywords were found in each textbook but often not 

connected to military service or veterans

• Relevant content in textbooks primarily addressed knowledge 

development, not skills or attitudes

• Keyword with the highest mean rating was PTSD

• Of the eight content areas (i.e., medical-surgical, pediatrics), 

the highest rated was psychiatric-mental health
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IDENTIFYING THE GAPS
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• TBI

• Amputation

• Exposures

• Disabilities
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• PTSD

• Homelessness

• Substance 
Use Disorder

• Suicide

Military Sexual Trauma (MST) and End-of Life

CURRICULAR IMPLICATIONS
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RECOMMENDATIONS

• Role model and foster cultural humility

• Extend teaching practice to include psychomotor skills and 

attitude domains

• Highlight differences between veterans and non-veterans

• Include veteran-specific health concerns in curricula

• Supplement content in individual courses and scaffold 

experiences across the curriculum

• Identify opportunities to care for veterans in all settings

• Leverage available resources

REIMAGINE WHO OUR 
VETERANS ARE
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QUESTIONS?
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